


Welcome on board!

Let's Athens

LADIES & GENTLEMEN,

By the time you read this, the secret’s been unveiled and the desti-
nation we’re headed to has lost its “un.” How close was your guess?

We're thrilled that you're adventurous enough to join us on this
mystery trip. As Aristotle once said: “You will never do anything
in this world without courage.” A fitting quote, as you've demon-
strated that very courage and now you find yourself on your way
to where those words were first uttered.

Knowing what still awaits this weekend, we’re sure you'll be just
as happy as we are about your decision to step into the unknown.

For this special edition of Scandinavian Traveler Magazine, we've
walked, talked and eaten our way through the Athenian streets
to bring you the very best this ancient, yet modern,

city has to offer.

Now sit back and relax. We’'ll take care
of the rest.
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No longer the polluted place where ancient history is the only selling point,
- Athens has recently transformed into a buzzing European capital where anything
old and traditional now has a creative contemporary twist, and where the food
and art scenes are some of the most interesting on the continent.




DESTINATION UNKNOWN

Athens is a city like no other. A walk
through the streets of the city center
will tell you what modern Athens is
all about: busy narrow thoroughfares
teeming with pedestrians, pavement
cafés packed with locals and tourists
taking a slower approach to city life,
and of course, the ever-present stray
cat that seems to be an emblem of
Athens, stalking through ruins or
curled on top of a moped. Look up,
and you might catch a glimpse of the
Acropolis. The iconic sight of the
Parthenon is a reminder that the very
old and very new coexist happily here.
It’s that very contrast that makes this
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city so special. A winding alleyway be-
side an ancient ruin might lead you to
abuzzing restaurant or a very modern
cocktail bar.

AND WHILE IT’S IMPOSSIBLE tO ignore
the presence of ancient Greece in cont-
emporary Athens — talk to locals and
they’ll tell you how peaceful the sight
of the Parthenon above the city makes
them feel, like time slows down and
the stress of city life ebbs away — that’s
not to say that this is a city caught in
the past. In 2024, Athens is all about
embracing tradition and breathing
new life into it at the very same time.
Take food, for example: Some of the
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finest meals in town are spins on clas-
sics of Greek cuisine, like the moussa-
ka sandwich at Exarcheia’s Black Sa-
lami Microbakery (Zoodochou Pigis
71), or the neo-taverna cuisine at res-
taurants like Seychelles in Metaxour-
geio (Keramikou 49). Whatever your
tastes, it’s impossible to go hungry
here. Whether you long for traditional
Greek cuisine, fresh seafood cooked
on the grill, European-style small
plates or cutting-edge gastronomic de-
lights, Athens is a treasure trove for the
food lover. And for later? Try a digestif
at one of the city’s cocktail bars. The
drinks scene here punches far above
its weight, with three local bars taking
spots on the coveted World’s 50 Best
Bars list (The Clumsies in Syntagma,
Baba au Rum in Monastiraki and
Line in Kato Petralona).

IN RECENT YEARS, new energy has
come to the city’s cultural centers, too.
In the aftermath of the financial crisis,
aresilient and dynamic creative scene
has blossomed, and independent gal-

leries and designers can now be found
all over the city. The pandemic coin-
cided with another step in the city’s
creative revival: the National Gallery
and the National Museum of Cont-
emporary Art have both reopened
after major renovations.

WITH SO MUCH TO TAKE IN, it might
be difficult to know where to start.
But that’s not a problem here, because
Athens is a city made for a casual
meander. Take a look at the map
and you’ll see a complex and dense
network of streets and lanes. Naviga-
tion can be a bit of a puzzle, but why
not embrace the challenge and see
where the streets take you? The city
centre is packed with charming cafes,
restaurants, street eateries, galleries,
antiques dealers and shops of all kinds.
If in doubt, spend an hour following
your nose. You might be surprised by
what you find here in this fascinating
city — a testament to the millennia of
art, culture and progress that have
created it. Q







